
By Dr. Thomas Morgan, Vanderbilt University Medical Center

WeCare Clinic: “One small candle may light a thousand”

Soon the WeCare Clinic will begin to serve people with special medical needs in the
Amish, Mennonite, and English communities of central and western Kentucky. It is a
modest beginning, but “one small candle may light a thousand,” as Plymouth Pilgrim
William Bradford wrote. We have drawn from the flame lit by Dr. Holmes Morton
when he founded the non-profit Clinic for Special Children, and our candlelight has
attracted the Institute for Rural Health at Western Kentucky University (WKU) as
well as Vanderbilt University Medical Center (VUMC). Twice we have met at the
clinic in Pembroke, Kentucky to discuss our shared goals: to improve community
health,  to  improve quality of  health  care for  patients  and families,  and to reduce
medical costs. All agree that we can accomplish far more by working together than
we could ever hope to do separately.

On April 11 the WeCare Clinic Board of Directors (including Matt Hunt of WKU),
met  with  Susan  Jones  of  WKU  as  well  as  Dr.  Thomas  Morgan,  biochemical
geneticist, and Dr. Sophoclis Alexopoulos, liver transplant surgeon, both of VUMC.
We found that we have a “community of interest” about many topics. The first is that
we need to know more about the medical and genetic diagnosis in the local Amish
and Mennonite communities. The WKU Special Needs Clinic Survey filled out by
550 households in 2016 showed that there are hundreds with complex medical genetic
needs, all of whom could benefit from the WeCare Clinic. We proposed to have a
Family Genetic Disease Day at the Clinic so that we could get more details and find
out what questions people have about their health and heath care. The Board, WKU,
and VUMC also  discussed  ways  to  make it  easier  to  see  genetic  specialists .  Dr.
Morgan, Dr. Rizwan Hamid, and others at Vanderbilt Genetics want to find better
ways to keep in touch with patients who have maple syrup urine disease, propionic
acidemia,  or  other  biochemical  disorders  that  affect  Old  Order  populations.  The
WeCare Clinic offers hope that most care can be provided locally, keeping children at
home with  their  parents  as  much as possible.  However,  there  are times  when an
emergency department visit or hospitalization are needed. WeCare is working with
Dr. Morgan to write instructions for how and when to contact the genetics doctor on
call, and for written guidelines explaining when children can be kept at home, taken
to WeCare Clinic, brought to a local hospital, or admitted to Vanderbilt Children's
Hospital.  Caring   for  sick  children  with  biochemical  disorders  is  a  complicated
problem,  but  we  firmly  believe  it  can  be  done  better  and  with  lower  cost  by
improving communication and increasing the available options.

The Board of Directors of the WeCare Clinic is happy to share the good news of our
ongoing work, and we look forward to keeping in touch with the community through
this newsletter and hopefully in person at the Family Genetic Disease Day later this
summer.

Upcoming Events

1st Annual Family Genetic 
Disease Day
Saturday, September 22
WeCare Clinic
See inside for details.

2nd Annual WeCare Clinic 
Fundraiser Auction
Friday evening, October 5
Saturday, October 6
Bluegrass Sales Stables
See inside for details.
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“In my work of caring 
for children with complex, 
sometimes lethal, inherited 
disorders, I am impressed 
by the hopes and worth of 
these children. They hope 
to suffer less and lead 
fulfilled lives. Within their 
families and communities, 
they are not merely the 
objects of compassion and 
love,,, but are the very 
source. The Plain People 
call them God's Special 
Children. They shape the 
Amish and Mennonite 
cultures and inspire work 
such as mine in an 
important and forceful 
way.”

D. Holmes Morton, M.D.



WeCare  Clinic  -  Medical  Care for  Special  Needs is
organized on a non-profit basis to provide a diagnostic
and  out-patient  primary  medical  care  facility  for
children and adults with genetic disease in the Amish,
Mennonite,  and  English  communities  of  central  and
western Kentucky and surrounding areas. 

The new clinic  is  modeled after  six other  non-profit
special needs clinics listed below.

• Clinic for Special Children, Strasburg PA
• Central PA Clinic, Belleville PA
• DDC Clinic, Geauga County OH
• New Leaf Clinic, Middlefield OH
• Community Health Center, Topeka IN
• Center for Special Children, LaFarge WI

While  there  are  close  connections  between  WeCare
Clinic   and   the   other   special  needs Clinics, they
are separate  non-profit  corporate entities,  engaged in
independent medical practices, and each supported by
its own funding sources. WeCare Clinic will follow the
financial model of the other special needs clinics. Fees
will  cover  approximately  25-30%  of  its  operating
expenses.  70-75% of  the  clinic's  operating  expenses
will be covered by donations. 

We are actively working to raise $598,992 in donations
for  staff  salaries  and  operating  costs  for  Annual
Operating  Expenses.  We  are  approximately  31%  of
reaching this goal. 

Funds for medical equipment are also needed. Exam
tables have been donated and we hope to receive more
donated  equipment.  This  category  is  budgeted  at
$75,999.

Family Genetic Disease Day
WeCare Clinic will host the 1st Annual Family Genetic
Disease  Day on September  22,  2018.  Similar  to  the
other  genetic  clinics,  the  WeCare  Clinic  will  offer
educational  sessions throughout  the year  for families
with  special  health  care  needs.  This  particular
educational event will provide an opportunity for the
clinic to learn more about the genetic conditions in our
area,  allow  families  managing  genetic  health
conditions to meet one another, and provide a venue to
share  and  hear  best-practices  for  providing  care  for
those with genetic conditions. This event will be a get
together  especially  for  families  with  or  who suspect
genetic  conditions.  Learn  more  by  attending  the  1st

Annual  Family  Genetic  Disease  Day  on  September
22nd 9:00am  at  the  clinic  location.  Look  for  more
information closer to this date.

2nd Annual WeCare Clinic
Fundraiser Auction

Friday Evening October 5th 
Fish Fry 4:00pm, Auction 5:30pm.

Main Auction Day Saturday October 6th 
Breakfast 6:30am, Auction 9:00am.

Looking for donations of tools, crafts, furniture, quilts,
lawn & garden items, livestock, lawn furniture, small
farm items and household items.

Auction Information:              Location:
Lloyd Rissler 270.265.7616      Bluegrass Sales Stables
David Weaver 270.885.4843     205 Tress Shop Rd
Leon Shirk 270.498.4911          Trenton KY 42286
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Doctor's Talk by Dr. Holmes Morton
1st Annual WeCare Clinic Fundraiser Auction, October 7, 2017

People often ask me what I  think about when speaking to a
crowd like this. I've been to around 100-150 clinic auctions, the clinic in
Lancaster, Central Pennsylvania Clinic, in Ohio, Wisconsin, Indiana and
now here in Kentucky. My thoughts are often the same. I remember when
people did not come together so easily. In August 1988 when we first
went to Lancaster County my wife and I tried for a year to raise money
for a clinic. We raised $100. The people were interested and thought they
would support this if it works. These were difficult times. We were going
to  borrow  money  by  mortgaging  our  home  when  Frank  Allen,  the
journalist for  Wall Street Journal,  heard what we were trying to do.  I
discouraged him, and told him I was busy and that he would be wasting
his time as the Plain people do not read the Wall Street Journal and the
article would not help. But he went ahead and wrote an article on the
front page of the September 1989 issue. That article raised $500,000 for
the clinic. Many of these people who donated did not know me, but had
respect for the Plain Communities.  By 1991 we were in business,  my
wife was secretary and I was the doctor and the only doctor for the first
10  years.  It  was  difficult  that  August  day  coming  home  from  John
Hopkins, discouraged and worried and not knowing how to do it. I never
imagined there would be auctions like this to support me and the Clinics.
The  communities  are  committed  to  caring  for  their  special  children.
These are God's children. So when I stand to speak before a crowd like
this I think back to that day. 

Now 30 years later and you are actually far ahead of us, coming
together  like  this  and  you  have  a  clinic  building.  This  is  just  the
foundation. In 5, 10 or 20 years you will look back and see this was only
the beginning. Others will come along later and benefit.  I tell doctors,
nurse practitioners and nurses when trying to recruit them, that this is a
difficult job, but a good job. What we learn, the work we do is for these
children, we feel this is our responsibility.

In Lancaster County we have Glutoric Aciduria, I know of a
few cases in this area. The intentions were to go to Lancaster County and
cure this  disease.  The  first  child  that  tested  positive  was  successfully
treated, and is now married and has children. We realized this disorder is
treatable.  Because of this clinic in Lancaster County children are now
tested everywhere for Glutoric Aciduria. That kind of success we all hope
for. I went to Florida to a case of Glutoric Aciduria, explains the case and
the genealogy.

These clinics teach us. The future of your clinic is all around
you, it is in the community. It will succeed. It will draw a doctor because
they  are  needed.  It  costs  something,  the  lab  and  doctor's  fees.  In
Belleville when I talk about whether they can afford such a clinic I tell
them they cannot afford not to. Explains a lethal case called TSTYL. The
hospital just spent 1.2 million on this child but was unable to diagnose. If
they  would  have  come  to  our  clinic  they  would  have  spent  $35  for
testing, would never been to the hospital and sent home to care for till
death.  I  got the hospital  to forgive the bill.  I wish we could take that
money and use for the Central PA Clinic. It pays over and over again.
You cannot afford not to have these clinics. The world cannot afford not
to have these clinics.

These auctions are a get together, to learn, to meet the children.
They are a lot of work.  I  often think about what goes in these quilts,
furniture and food. We should remember that these items were touched
by the Master's hand. These auctions have a special value, the mission.
How we are fortunate to come together. These are God's special children.

My brother Paul had hoped to be here but then his wife was
sick and he had the grandchildren over the weekend and he decided
 he had better stay home. I flew down to Louisville and have to get back
shortly. I don't want to miss my airplane or I will be in trouble with a lot
of people. I will try to help. I have a friend Dr. Mock from Tennessee and
he thought he would like to come from time to time.
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If you do not wish to send donations directly to WeCare Clinic,
anonymous contributions may be made through the Anabaptist Foundation.

Make your check payable to Anabaptist Foundation with WeCare Clinic Fund on the memo line. 
Mail to: Anabaptist Foundation, 1245 Old Route 15, New Columbia, PA 17856

Make your check payable to: WeCare Clinic

Mail to: WeCare Clinic, 3165 Pembroke Fairview Rd, Pembroke KY 42266

Donation Made by:                                                                                                                             

Address:                                                                                                                                               

City:                                                         State:                                Zip Code:                                  

Date:                                    Check #                                   Amount:                                                 

□   Check here if you wish to receive a tax-deductible receipt at the end of the year.

Thank you for making a new donation to WeCare Clinic.



WeCare Clinic Board of Directors
Luke  Shirk is  chairman  of  the  board,  a  member  of  the
Mennonite community and owner of Dutch Kuntry, a grocery
and bulk foods store. Phone 270.885.8210
Lawrence Z. Zimmerman is secretary of the board, a member
of the Mennonite community, owner of Fairview Bike Shop
and has a 5 yr. old son with MSUD that anticipates getting care
at WeCare Clinic. Phone 270.886.5254
Harvey Zimmerman is treasurer of the board, a member of
the  Mennonite  community  and  a  dairy  farmer.  Phone
270.475.4191
Matt  Hunt Ed.D.  is  a  member  of  the  board,  Director  of
Institute for Rural Health at Western Kentucky University and
a farmer. Phone 270.202.6603
Marcus  Nolt is  a  member  of  the  board,  a  member  of  the
Mennonite  community,  a  shop  manager  at  Fairview  Farm
Center  and  has  a  3  yr.  old  daughter  with  MSUD  that
anticipates getting care at WeCare Clinic. Phone 270.886.6795
Jerry  Martin is  a  member  of  the  board,  a  member  of  the
Mennonite community, a farmer and has a son with MSUD
that  anticipates  getting  care  at  WeCare  Clinic  and  also  a
daughter  that  has undergone a liver  transplant as  a  cure for
MSUD. Phone 270.265.711

From the board at WeCare Clinic,

As we reflect over the past several years we realize again that
many hands make light work. Three years ago having a Dr.
Morton clinic in Kentucky was only a dream for the families
with  MSUD and  other  genetic  disorders.  Without  monetary
donations and volunteer labor from caring individuals it would
not have been possible to make WeCare Clinic a reality. While
clinic and property renovations have been mostly completed
there is still much “behind the scenes” work to do to bring the
clinic in operation but progress is being made. Clinic licensing,
getting policies and agreements in place and hiring staff are
being  worked on.  We will  soon be actively searching  for  a
physician. Even though our estimated opening date of earlier
this year was not met we feel we are laying a strong foundation
for the clinic and hope to provide care in the near future. The
mission of the clinic will be to provide care and education for
families with genetic disorders not only local but out of state as
well.

Funding  is  needed  for  staff  salaries  and  equipment.  Please
consider a new donation for WeCare Clinic.

Thank you for your support.
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WeCare Clinic will serve patients with genetic diseases in Kentucky as well as other states and will serve as 
a center of education for families about the diagnosis and treatments of genetic diseases.

Statement of Purpose – WeCare Clinic – Medical Care for Special Needs

WeCare Clinic - Medical Care for Special Needs
775 Pembroke Fairview Rd
Pembroke KY 42266


